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HOUSEHOLD FEES AND CHARGES 

926. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I refer to a Channel Nine news story last Thursday that reported that the National Debt Helpline figures for 
Western Australia were “worse here than anywhere else in the country” and to yesterday’s Anglicare report that 
found that 17 per cent of Western Australians could not afford the basic necessities of food and shelter in the last 
12 months. Why is the Premier planning another mean-spirited $500 hike to household fees and charges when 
Western Australian families cannot afford the $700 he has already imposed on them? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The truth of the matter is that it will always be Labor that is more on the side of low-income people who work for 
a living. That is one of the reasons I joined the Labor Party, because I am on the side of those people who do it 
tough, who go through adversity in their lives, who through no fault of their own need government support and 
those people who work for a living. That is what Labor is all about. That is how our party came into existence. 
It is a little bit rich for the former Treasurer of the government that put up fees and charges by 25 per cent in its 
first year to come in here and raise this issue. At the time of record revenue, it put up fees and charges in its 
first year by 25 per cent, which is more than double what Labor did in its first year—more than double! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, I want to hear the answer. The question has been asked and I want to hear the answer. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The previous government left us with $40 billion of debt that we have to struggle with 
through its profligacy and its failure to manage the state’s finances, and the Leader of the Opposition has the gall 
to come in here and actually ask that question. 
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